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'Curing Gotober on»r fc*» Slnth /ray «as the iwrtheriiasirfc 
Auieriah irsy a fe44««eat to the faoond British Ar©/ ? *X#o in HOUAUP, 
aria from 16 Sos-ember the ^Inih drove to the R0?li Jttver, approx- 
I*at#2y :>ix fiiiUs- distant fbos its 22 October frcot lines, *o& i**i8 
it vj «3 situated late 15 De<KP.b= : *r» planning * eroding of the $&!&» 
Th« Ninth* * eajor. expreeaioa of i‘.» opinion of ths> essay capabili- 
ties cassia WI la Cl) tbs belief in the strength of the eneay 1 # 

WEB. fortification, (2) the recognition of tlx* SPfiR does flooding 
threat, (3) end the re crognition of the presence and j»v*r of the 
Sixth fan ser Ar«gr »« a strategic reserve west of the 8HIS15, Thera 
w no expression of opinion that SBSA expeotad or eoceidered the 
enemy capable of the C<mnterw?fenaive. 

«*♦***#*»****•»** 

NU£& arrived in France during late ingest, fc-.:-c®fa operational 
os § Seplfcaaber, and its major '’otion daring Septerber w the 
conquest of BREST, with containing action* against the porta of 
1CRIHKT and ST* 3Et*&TRg,(l). The Army boesse the northeraeost 
t®S. Axay in the Twelfth A wr Group afcea its oo-smad post vss estab- 
lished os 22 October in $a2sTRIGT, Holland; the activity of the month 
consisting of planning for action *e»t of the R2Ti?$, and supply 
ana usveaent to the assigned sane. (Ibid*) Containing opera tleae 
continued until 16 foveebar, whan 5i!&A lausohei an aggressive drive 
to the Pf'FR River , shout six nil s distent, is oenj tataiion with 
the ad j seen t( south) Rirst d.S. Army* e drive to oroe* the ROKR. (Ibid) 
respite stiff resistance, both the XIII and IU Gory* ware siimted 
os the vest back of the B£SR ft the end of J?ovemb*r.(lbld) 

16 Pocwbar, the Xintb trsy eliaisatad renaming eca^y 
forces in its sector neat of tbs BPER, and j srepsred- to cross tbs 
RPZfU (1,0) Sesistanee w e stubborn, coentorattacl* sere eonafcod 
although *th «nmy had withdrawn his high gsr.de tro<j|>s,*«w! the 
enwy was. alert, »iih evidence* of *gr.U» detergin' loa to defend 
beaten the S0I& and BHiai. a 

# . V .'■ 'a.-'- * ■* ' ' •* ■■■ > : 

Bwriaf tfa* first too week* of Sac enter tb* Hlnth' Ayay planned 
the RO'R assault* {1 Thrss eon«i4arstio»ff wars mnotad try the 
C-2 AfWr/Action R_port for J3s*e*ber a# being of • nuiidtrabls 
JjRf.orttnce. *(II, A) first, W$f. rejardad ihs soesj' isht fortifies- 
tions ta*t of the ftCKR to be axtensivs, «r4 a aaoc eftol crossing 
reqairwd detailed plaunli^j and aeasa to breach the Second, ths 
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*i*e»; - oapabiity of raleaaJeg the rOI5» dtf*s couth of ESh&II te Iflood 
r valley was- consider**? such « serious threat, thfitlhe 
feridg *&£ epirailott h i bean postponed by *hl fh*r feutboylty,* until 
tfcai? l fitrttotio* by aerial foubardaant or oeptur# by tfc* First 
tJ.S* . ~»y* The bird facto. *ae the respect held for fee raserw# 

SSfetiri §i*th P&nsor my. jfCfl's attitude towards thin force mt 
vxp m r,ad tb»*» A# to fcM* third consideration, *ib, 6t& denser 
f'&Wt 3te assy bed been shout to asm tain the Kfnfe and Sirrl &rnie# 
with, eoastitifj&g any of feu four Pcnrer Elvis inn constituting 
this " iro&r * This *er*£y b«d given hia a very acfcll* 

striV’ng ford* wife 'sftich to counter an?/ break thru of his Heer; 

River defensas. The presence of Buoh strong fronsst £*st of tfcsj 
Shim- h® 4 fee strength of the Beer River works wade it olrer that 
the entwy leaded to Rate a aotaf»ii)wd ,ataat! west of fee 'RhiaS; *345ng 
the Rwir** ! . 

r ’. t ' - • ? •'. . . A 

fhl» opinion of fee Sixth Pander A ray as a strategic reserve 
.constituted the Sisrh Arsy* e o'jepreevioa cf its appraisal of the 
staler mmy capabilities and Intention?,. ^rge-ascale counterattack 
potentialities, intentions, o*- curabilities wc*re not ai»tsui«Be& among 
the daily G~2 Periodic?. 80S6.* s .roeorcfs did not indicate feat the 
ooswfcand had stated it* via- a about, tha onesy in Cl~2 Eftianfcaa of thy ■ 
f&«r,y Situation. Air raeennaivsarat© did not suggest en«ay buildup 
oper»"- \±~ai% and offensive intor?ti'“Ba, possibly because poor weather 
had forced reduced flights. (IT) Eo in' erpretsfeve ’'oaneatary vtfc 
offered o?4 fee the point "several change® in enessy dispositions 
occurred during fee week of 9-16 Pcc^.ber f •‘namely fee shifting 
to fee south of ths 1 £5 F»»*«r and 3 fausar Grenadier Pivl^iona, 
and roovssseat of fee 246th Infantry Rivii dm into the Siafe*» 
sona.dMd.) 

Inesy operations' ©s th® 16th did not seriously affect th* 

Minth, according to the Paceabar G -2 Iftar/A^tion P^sj arti 

*0ft fee 16th of December, the or»«*y launched a powerful 
of Co rive on fee front of fee Firet Amy. 1 considersMe portion 
of' fee «v» liable Grrmsus reserves was rased la this drive. . 

'• *E£Rviag thrown fee. bu 3 Ji of his forces infe tfc*» attempted 
We«\'fercugh* fea enwsy raa foirly <julot o* fee Sinter Awsy front, 
thge.;'ng prinaipaUy- i» hwaseing artillery and nortsr firs and 
fail-- <soneiatimt air activity ferotjgbafe 
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I 0 Jfter/tetio* &aporto ? Arejo 

A* Sa^testber* 1944-* ■ 

{Senraot &=196{l) ) 

|{®DA *0 »ur«c( initial <$era1!onai responsibility on 5 Septcafesr 
hawing ea-rived lit the CHKRBCt s Ka Peninsula daring late %gust. 

It, captured the city of BftPSI* France on IS Stpimbsp, and the 
raoKth concluded. with containing action against the poi fce of LOPJSH? 
and $T* lUMJtm, 



So October,, 

{Bouroct L~2l6(l) } 

Tint eeps&nd poet eat* mowed to HAAS1H0T P IfellaaS* and the 
headquarters was established by £2 October., faring thesonth KGIA 
ms e seemd with planning of operations against esegsy poeittena 
west df the SHIRS* and «itk supply and eoveaesfc of units to -fee tsw» 
of action. There «m» seats aisor activity by and against tfa$ MX 
Corps ia partirotlsr* bat no eajor anamy activity. ; S3£A became the 
MCitherncioct 01 tl. S* Arm-- ©a the Twelfth Aray Ostnq?*# fronts 

Go Wove# hero 

Cdeurssat L-26S{1) ) 

. /V " • . . -/*■ , ■ ‘ ’ - 

At the beg innin g of the period WSSk occupied a 14 mile front 
ro%-hly fro« the IPIBU River, north of which eve the Second Byitieh , 
Awry, in approximately SOSSSl^M, the bouadar y with the First U*$* 
;‘G^itidniBg : .^3#Fetiohs »r4 patrols eeaprieed the operations 
wtil 1$ Hbvmbor, when * Amy group offensive ma latatofced toward 
. SlSSA was to drive *ggr*s*iva to the ROt& Siw, about nix 

Kit es die Mat, end tfc* First f wee to drive * crocs the BOf fiU 
B&slstatvoe wee stiff* test the month* e waft found both the XI XI and 
HI Gbrps oa the west bank of the BCS& Mver. 

Pc IhKreeher* • •">' ••'•:'• ' ■ 

{Seurcoi Ir*344(D ) 

“Ifatil 16 December the divisions of the Amy were eliwinating 
the xmaiaiag oni*y forsaati • ns in the sector west of the ho or Sire*- 
end resting* refitting end train! g for the next seaeult to cross 
the Jfc»r toward the Sim, •«* 

‘ , , !■•• - , 7 * . * , A- l ‘ ' • -•, » --•.*■ . 
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flaw enssy drive niters pittas, and new ones bad fct> be r«d« 
vlihi delay* Every effort ra® devoted to px^p&rtlm for warding; 
off i ,5&ible tbrweis free tbs northeast against the flank of the 
Jb&ki iitt line# and to rendering aasiaianee W the lmtl=hlt First 
Arfsy a ti» south, ‘ 

*?he XXIX ?AC was hraperod by poor wAaiher but saasged to fly 
sfiSNsr riasion#, cutting rail Uses, a Hacking fortified sitec and 
gitlfc,; close- export to ground troop# - whenever visibility pemltted» 
!t r» early P«oe»Wr the ctaff was engaged ia planning the 
crossing of the K^SR Rjvaf# fueh plant and to take .into ooccunt 
flcdl foviificati m on the seatora bank, the possibility of flooding 
through demolition of- the da«g oa the upper wchcs of tha rivur 
and tbs disposition of the Sixth Passer Arwy* *s very powerful sobile 
stariklt^' force#* so&ewhsre m*% of, Codegoe a?; , , 

K 3eeiatfi3ic« regained rtobborn .up to .the conclusion of the 
ops-ration on the Boer, with counterattacks Rousted fros time to tisse* 
altherjh the on«sjr bad withdrawn kigk bin high grade troops* He 
wna to petrols seroes the User* Bis posts were nuimsed 

and he as nlert* Our trotij. s - brerved axten&ivs digging and other 
wider.eee of a g?ia deter® 1 nation to defend the area between the 
Hoar and the Rhine Rivers « 

* O 8 ® 

IX 0 8*2 Aftar/Aotiozi fie port* 

(Source* L~3U('0 ) 



ho 1*1,5 Sseesbe r* 

•Situation at Beginning of Period* 

. *At the beginning of thesiontb, ninth Amy ms continuing 

its dyive toward the Rhine River (Operation Q) 0 Stubborn ewmvy 
resietanoe, heavy ®ihef ield,*, and bad weather hod all contributed 
in slowing tho advance* la spite cf these diff Inal ties f the Any 
had . £.> adaalljr aoved forward.-, At the end of Mom-vber our front 
liner- * except in the express north portion lay generally along, or 
slightly to tha best of the Boer River* At this point, forward 
wove; -rut fescawe second ar/ to consolidation ef the position, reotifica- 
tion of the front Clines, and preparati<?»' for csoaslhg ’the Boer River* 
*th® croesing of the, river eftimted to be & 
eifiplo opera ties la view of the xtasll eiiae of the obstacle* However, 
ther»- tore three factor# of coheiderabla Iepcrt*me© to bo considered 
b< fox forcing the crossing. First, the extensive field fortifioft* 
tiotw eon«tra«tod by the aneay' on the, S&et gide fit the river* Second » 
tb© Known capability of the eaewy to flood the Fioor Hirer valley by 
rele.^ce of rater impounded tgr 3 dase -goutb of PCEK H ff ^bird, the 
loc'Ji-'.on cf the 6th Panscr /sroy Best of Cologne in the- iom of ndvaEsee 
of Sinth aad First ARsitc* 

*th» first of the## eoasidemtloaa# tha eneay defensive 
works s sade it a prers-itsisit^ of & fuacuRsfnl crossing to have ell 
details crefuiiy wrko4 bat end the necessary means availeble to 
brenoU the enesy 4 * forwideble jpoeitiorsg* Tho- second considerations, 



e- ' >sfs^..H'te5 - f '* K *$&$$■ '■%■•: n - 

'■ ^ h-V” .-. -' r’/^ • -h ;; V) .%/; '> , • • 





' ID : A 55778 




- >- S 5 & 



the csjmbllMgr of flooding the vr! ley was ooR#ider«c, m 

mrli t *. threat to the cttO««f» of the crossing., that higher authority 
bad directed a postpois<mant of the bartygehasd operation uuiti the 
<3$&e a question had b**n destroyed jsr aarfeal boatsirdswnt or captured 
bf th. ?iratAr # jr. An to the tfcrini consideration, the 6th Panaar 
iray* the mm? had been able to contain the Wtuih and First Amies 
without botKiittixvg icy of the four Pastor I'trlsJon* e»B&titut&3g 
thir; 'once. this econday had gives hin « wry powerful mobile striking 
force .dih which to ooaiat r any break thru of Mb Soar Elver defenses* 
fit* p. ©ones of each strong forces Iffcst of the akin® and the strength 
of Shr Eoer Elver works.**#* it dear .that the enacy intended to 
mW"--. i^tnmix»d stand wet of the Shine clone the ftoejv 

. ... *2jrH®gr ^rations IhyidBg the ; J Period,, , . . , ... . 

■■’ : **Bft&iaiaa©» on the front coabiBsad to be stubborn at all 
points of contfiofcc »««, . 

‘•Poring the second w$$k of the periods the Xsct encay 
realrianee West of the Roer end Inde Mvars in the XXX Corps. sen** 
ended after our troops, in bitter fighting, olcaned up the 
SporUpl&t** and Ifaaenfeld Cut, Save al of our patrols crossed the 
river* Sassy outposts and pillboxes »veyis mUL aanr.au and &i®rW 
The period closed quietly o 
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*F nesy PigpoaitioaB Curing the Period 

s fheve were ac» changes during the first part of the “tenth, 
eorcep r- that contact vac. lost with 10 SB Ps £iv c « 0 o Eosi of the 
flghtirc on the SSiath hjs? front was being done by 363 Inf E4v 0 
13*e *resy*a ne«i*?al strength on nur front continued to b© 3 divisions, 
©quivi/lont roughly to 3*4 divisions (27,000 mm) supported 
by 90 *&nk»* 

*By the and of the period all fa and Ps Or Tivs had been 
withdrawn from contact*. Four Volksgioa Divsioas regained on the 
lino. It was eeiiRttted that 2 P* Biws, 2 Pis Or fire and 1 Inf Dir 
were in is&odiat© reserve, with the 6 r® Amy .In strategic reserve** 

; ■■:•, *$-2 Air. 

; • ,- ..:, r .. ”’^wo^0)ont the period bad heather of preceding week* suit 

;' sulUnV.^^ of ms&p of the air • stzfipu tesfefo oa d , 

; ; ;. the «ctivit|© of the G=»2 AirBs mwK Bmb eenditiors sad# 

it .’■ necessary to fly on a reduced scale for a large part of the 
. p : ri.oc, and photography was reined* I& order to 'alleviate this 
conditio' , tactical roconnslaaanee ftlwraft were given photo 
wishiona in sddifcica to their xwgul©r visual »iasioaii». 1 thie way 
a portion. of the phoio recoa»Jdarenoe was oowpleted.* w 

• ' , y ' ' . ■ •■> 

8 k . 16-31 IkKwaiibsr, 

*Sitwtioa at Beginning of Period* 

T uxiac the irjsfdi&t eiy preceding. t.h8 v P*-riod uai- r 

rmlm , enery ectibity oa th 3 Sonth Arajr front had baeb’conf inod to 
United ooUfttsr-aitscks, patrolling, and harassing artillery fir© c 
On 9 t*cer.b^s* the 3 a ©t enesy resistance, west f the SOSt and I $i"B 
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.Sin i 4a tb« XU $8 Corps sow bed been eliaistad a# 2FC?lTmm*{PS?25 
;5B4* *a& 'SJ^IE1*?SSC 0TSt{?O9iy) were . cleared. Several ©f . (star patrol#. 

•«aw -sd ; tbe nood-swllen HDK %Ter # only to find a algoron# 
a&d “lert «j*agr bo th# cast bariko 

; ; •* ' *3aVereX change* i* tc«oy diapcstSour sacured during the 

seal ?~lb Iteoeaber. The geaead £S Pander iJivfaien a&a. Third fmttat 
v-$b$r liar bjli^.aioR# were shifted south .out of the Kinih Aray sass* 

4?t# . 46 ' »i *»v*4 leio the feme, On the 16 Bs«~ 

, $p&e * &U*n%ih on the 'iw^ front »*# a aca&aal 7 division** 

diriedona (26,500 »#»>* ’’fff^brted -by approaribaately 
, 'iV - •'., 

4 ?f '\ '. 

^i-'-' ‘ ;•*.•• 16tfe of Baoenber, ; tl» imp#' Uanfifead « $mmrtv& 

. 4f f i «*i*a aathe fmsfc of tha Erst iJRjv A eoa#id®rata« porUoa 
of --ho avaiialbe Goman raesraess vie tssei ih this drive, 

•Earing thrown the bulk of hi* fcroas into thin att«s«pfcedi 
dreel:~throusjh, the eiwr.y -.ms fa -ly spiiat on the Jfiath Aywy front , 
angT'jinf principally in fcawersiag arblll ry end aortas* fire and 
fairly nonaiatant air activity throughout the periled* »,<,* 



III. &®2 Periodica, 

- < ($ 0 varo«5 h-344(XA) } 

Ao tt-2 Periodic, #99. .1200014-12*4006 Deo, 

*JU Sassy Sitmtioa at Sad of Period, 

000 

b» Defeaisrr# Organisation, 

Ckarfira-tion of tlw eaeey* & intention to n&ilis# 

- th# IKEBl %rer daaa a* a dofaneiv® seaenr© was' Ld Fr a P£ oajitgrad 
by First B.S. Amy. Tha PS, of 94£ad fcgi, 353rd Inf Dit s stated 
that his unit R#cd a naasaga the night of 11 Bsc which said that 
t^&ou the radio Sigtal 1U3 # restarted four tisses, this Cos&andant of 
(T124&) woald order tho opaniag of the flood gstee of tha 
thi8 <»aXft bd aceosplished ly mean# of a 
•Cii^nijXa' **& switch inWiSM**'' \ 

Qrtstjit' H t«a ? ' to ' :0» Periodic. -. ■• 

/■*;. '•' 7 - : f$ ; ( 5 hte«pil* '/'''• 

■ •.*•; -•' , •■■ a. Sixth- m Pa ;Jde»^r» A ft by 3 B8 Adored 

Bit ©Ini*?* that the HQ of Sixth (6S) if Aray is located at 

(^sti» ssma^m45 (s^u).* 
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